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REMARKS 

Amendment to Abstract 

The abstract is amended to avoid the objection raised by the examiner. 

Amendments to Specification 

The written description is amended to cure several typographical errors. No new 
matter has been added by the amendments. 

Amendments to Claims 

Claims 1-4, 11 and 12 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. § 103(a) in view of EP 
1 176065 A2 in view of German patent No. DE 19653860 CI . It is noted that claims 5- 
10 are considered to contain allowable subject matter subject to being rewritten in 
independent form. 

Claim 1 has been amended by incorporating the language of claim 6, which is 
considered by the examiner to be allowable. 

The remaining claims have been amended to conform with the amendment to 
claim 1 . 

New claims 1 3-1 8 correspond with original claim 1 incorporating the language of 
original claim 5, which was considered to be allowable. 
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In view of the amendments to the claims, withdrawal of the rejection appears to 
be warranted and it is respectfully requested that the application be passed to issue. 

Respeelfully submitted. 
bA$Q;<I & THOMAS, PLLC 
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Dated: December 30, 2004 

BACON & THOMAS, PLLC 
625 Slaters Lane 
Fourth Floor 

Alexandria, Virginia 22314 
Telephone: (703) 683-0500 
Facsimile: (703) 683-1080 
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